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Home Sewage Treatment Systems (HSTS), commonly referred to as septic systems, are regulated by
Lorain County Public Health (LCPH). Approval from the City of North Ridgeville is also required when
installing, replacing or abandoning systems. Proper installation and maintenance of these systems is
essential to protect the community’s health and waterways. For questions regarding HSTS regulations,
visit loraincountyhealth.com/sewage or call (440) 322-6367.

NEW SYSTEMS

Permits: For new homes, an installation permit must be obtained from LCPH before an engineering
permit is issued by the city. A topographical map showing the proposed system’s location, function and
discharge routing must be submitted with the home plans.

An electrical permit is required for the dedicated pump alarm system circuit. Along with the Application
for Plan Approval, submit a plan showing the location of the dedicated circuit, conductor size and
connection provided for the pump alarm system.

Review: The Engineering Division will review the topographical map for compliance with code
requirements, which may take approximately three weeks. The Building Division will review the
electrical application, which may also take approximately three weeks.

Inspections: For new homes, a final inspection report from LCPH must be submitted to the city before
the Certificate of Occupancy can be issued. A list of required inspections will be provided at permit
issuance. If electrical work is included, a final electrical inspection is required and the electrician who
performed the work must be on site for all inspections.

REPLACEMENT SYSTEMS

Permits: An installation permit must be obtained from LCPH before an engineering permit is issued by
the City. The Engineering Permit Application must include a topographical map showing the proposed
system location and its function and discharge method. The old system must be abandoned per the
requirements listed below.

For replacement systems on existing lots that discharge to a storm drain or ditch, a letter of approval
from LCPH is required to confirm the HSTS meets EPA requirements. A letter will then be issued by the
City Engineer to accept the system as approved by LCPH. Pipes discharging to a ditch require riprap
from the pipe outlet to the ditch bottom. An outlet to the city storm pipe requires an Inserta-Tee or Kor-
n-Tee fitting.

An electrical permit is required for the dedicated pump alarm system circuit. With the Application for
Plan Approval, submit a plan showing the location of the dedicated circuit, conductor size and
connection provided for the pump alarm system.

Review: The Engineering Division will review the application for code compliance, which may take
approximately three weeks. The Building Division will review the electrical application, which may also
take approximately three weeks.

Inspections: A final inspection report from LCPH must be submitted to the city. A list of required
inspections will be provided at the time of permit issuance. If the system discharges to the storm system,
an inspection by the Engineering Division is required. If electrical work is included, a final electrical
inspection is required and the electrician who performed the work must be on site for all inspections.
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ABANDONING A SYSTEM

Permits: An abandonment permit must be obtained from LCPH before a permit is issued by the city.

HSTS are abandoned in two situations:

e Demolition of a home or building: A demolition permit (see Demolition Project Guide for details)
must be issued by the Building Division.

e An existing home is connecting to the sanitary sewer system: All required sewer taps shall be paid
and an engineering permit issued for the sanitary sewer tap.

In all cases, the HSTS is required to be crushed and capped off to meet LCPH requirements.

Inspections: A list of required inspections will be provided at permit issuance. For demolished systems,
an inspection report from LCPH must be submitted to the city. For sanitary sewer taps, follow the
procedures in the New Systems section.

LOT SPLITS

When a Property Split Application is submitted for lots without sanitary sewer access, plans must first be
submitted to the LCPH to ensure the space needed for a new or replacement system is available. The city
will not approve lot splits without LCPH approval when required.
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