
Low-Speed and Under-Speed Vehicles 
PROGRAM SUMMARY 

 
 

 nridgeville.org CITY OF NORTH RIDGEVILLE (440) 490-2001 

 
City Council passed Ordinance No. 6076-2023 in order to create a new N.R.C.O. Chapter 478, regulating the operation 
of low-speed vehicles (LSV) and under-speed vehicles (USV) on city streets where the posted speed limit 
does NOT exceed 25 mph. 
  
For those wishing to have their LSV or USV operate legally on city streets the following administrative steps need to 
be completed:  
 
1. The OWNER (person’s name who appears on the title) of the LSV/USV shall call the North Ridgeville Police 

Department (NRPD) at (440) 490-2001 and advise they would like to have their LSV/USV inspected. The 
dispatcher will request the owner’s contact information and will forward this information to the officer 
completing the inspection. The officer assigned to the inspection will contact the owner to schedule an 
appointment. For owner convenience this inspection will occur at the residence, place of business or where the 
vehicle is being stored (location must be within North Ridgeville city limits).  Prior to scheduling the inspection, 
please take the time to insure all the equipment required on the LSV/USV (both State and City), is present and in 
good working order.   

 
2. At the inspection the officer will do the following: 
 

A. Collect a fee in the amount of $20 by cash or check payable to the City of North Ridgeville. If the vehicle does 
not pass inspection and has to be reinspected at a later date, no additional fee will be required.    

B. View the title for the vehicle to insure you are the listed owner.  
C. Insure the Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) on the title and vehicle match. Please know where your VIN 

is located and is legible. 
D. Inspect the vehicle for the following State and City requirements: 

  
STATE OF OHIO REQUIREMENTS 
• Brakes 
• Brake lights (2 lights) 
• Head lights (2 lights) 
• Tail Lights (2 lights) 
• Warning devices/reflectors (e.g., turn signals) 
• Steering mechanism 
• Windshield 
• Rearview mirror 
• Tires (in safe operating conditions) 

  
 ADDITIONAL CITY REQUIREMENTS   

• Must have four wheels 
• Gross vehicle rating is not more than 3,000 pounds 
• Speedometer 
• One working rear red-colored tail light 
• Rear license plate 
• Light to illuminate the rear license plate to make plate legible from a distance of 50 feet 
• One working brake light  
• Two headlights, white or clear in color 
• Horn  
• Rearview mirror 
• Windshield 
• Windshield wiper 
• Turn signals 
• Brakes sufficient to stop within 40 feet 
• Emergency brake sufficient to stop on any grade 
• Working exhaust system if the unit has an internal combustion system 
• One seat belt per occupant of the vehicle 
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                ADDITIONAL CITY REQUIREMENTS (cont’d) 

• One child safety seat installed to manufacturer specifications for any occupant under the age of four or 
under 40 pounds in weight (only if applicable) 

• One child booster safety seat installed to manufacturer specifications for any occupant between the ages of 
four and eight or under 4’9” in height (only if applicable) 

• Proof of liability insurance for LSV/USV 
 

If at the time of inspection, the officer finds equipment not working and/or missing, the officer will notify the 
owner and indicate it on the form. The vehicle will be marked as “Not Passing Inspection.” Upon fixing the 
deficiencies, the owner will again need to call NRPD and request another inspection.   

 
3. Upon passing the inspection you will receive the following:   
  

A. State of Ohio DPS Form 1373 – Inspection of Under-Speed Vehicle, Utility Vehicle, or Mini Truck. Upon 
successful completion of the inspection, you will be supplied a copy of this form. You will need to take this 
form (in addition to any other forms required) to the Ohio Bureau of Motor Vehicles to obtain a registration 
(license plate/expiration sticker) for your vehicle.    

B. City of North Ridgeville Form – Low-Speed and Under-Speed Vehicles Certificate of Compliance. Upon 
successful completion of the inspection a copy of this form will be supplied to you and is required to be 
carried inside the LSV/USV when vehicle is operated on the roadway.   

C. A sticker that indicates your vehicle passed inspection by NRPD. The owner shall display the sticker in a 
conspicuous place on the rear of the low-speed or under-speed vehicle.   

 
While we encourage you to read the city ordinance in its entirety, here are some of the more important safety items 
to be aware of:  
 

• Speed attainable in one mile is more than 20 mph and not more than 25 mph on a paved surface.  
• An Ohio operator’s license is required to operate the LSV/USV. 
• To operate the LSV/USV you must be sixteen years of age or older.  
• Can only be operated on streets posted 25 mph.  
• May cross intersections only at such intersections in which the posted speed limit is 25 mph or less.  
• Must comply with all other applicable traffic laws. 
• A seat belt is required for every occupant on the LSV/USV. 
• Children must utilize child restraint seats as required by the Ohio Revised Code. 
• Have proof of insurance in the vehicle.   
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