aters

Water can move mountains! Consider .

A stream’s Buffer ZOh'e_

. - . - that the Appalachian mountains were ~ recommended buffer w1‘ often
(O IVSO- ca l |ed fh a Rip@'ﬂ-aﬂ , BU’[fer‘ 4 once higher than the Rockies! -~ exceed the entire width of our
. B : : Maintaining a healthy buffer along - - properties! One rule of thumb
A rGO) is Th e Sl‘ri"p O]( naturg | ' your section of the stream is insurance  that is often used in identifyinga
! ‘ protecting you from changes in the recommended buffer width is 3 x the
\/eg etation I on g fh e bO n kS : watershed upstream of your property.  width of your stream. Otherwise, the

) . follomng guldehnes are helpful:
hat separates the stream from

Jeveloped areas (lawns,
buildings, driveways, etc.).

" For existing urban backyards, a 10
to 25-foot buffer is essential.

For mid-sized streams in larger 7

‘ ) backyards, 2 mmimum buffer of 50
Mowing right to the stream edge may look nice and feet is recommended. -
veat, but it's actually creating disaster, faster! You
nay be able to get away with it for awhile, but it will
-atch up with.you. If you eliminate a Buffer Zone’ 5|
atural plants and shrubs, you lose the valyable root
ystems that hold the soil in place. The result: the
»anks érode faster, they de-stabilize, they crumble
ind cave in, and you'll soon be living with this! Just

hink of all that valuable land just washing away.

-For very large streams, a 150 10
300-foot buffer is not only ideal,
it’s smart!

~Want to find the 1deal width for your
buffer zone? Contact your local Soil
and Water Conservation District for

i - _ information on determining the belt

- Simple Solutions "+ width of your stream.
2= Keep your stream’s Buffer . :

. Zones “mower-free” R - '

%= 1f your Buffer Zones aze - What Healthy Buffer

healthy MAINTAIN THEM! ~  Zones Do:

sl 'éfe};;lgiﬁ;ffelhzrggg%ém - o Stabilize stream banks

#= Reduce erosion

' @ Provide wildlife habitzt
How big should a healthy -

buffer zone be?" . %= Increase beauty
‘Ideally, a healthy buffer zone should s Reduce sediment and chemicals
be large enough to accommodate a  © from rainwater runoffl -

naturally meandering stream for many .
years to come, regardless of upstream

: " changes in the watershed. Streams
CUYAHOGA SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT te_'[‘]_d tb I'n_eander within a pl‘edicr_able )

’ - width, otherwise known as their “belt o= Increase property value °
width”. The size of the belt widthis o S
o -7 related to the size of the watershed ’ ‘
' ’ " draining to your stream.

#= Provide shade to keep the stream.
at cooler temperatures for healthy
aquatic communities

’rcqecr Funded in part by the Graat Lakes Commission and ~
he Chio Department of Nafural Resources .



