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Mayor’s Message…
I am so happy that the temperatures are rising and the snow is melting at a gradual pace. The winter
months are now behind us and we can look forward to spring and city improvement projects. I have
highlighted a few of the many projects we are working on below:

Tax Increment Financing (TIF)
Council and the administration have been working hard on implementing a series of Tax Increment
Financing plans at various locations throughout the city. Several people have asked me just what is a
TIF, how does it work, what does it cost an average taxpayer and how much does the business being
taxed save. Let me try to answer those. The simple answer is, it is merely a shifting of the way the
real estate taxes are distributed.
TIF is an economic development mechanism available to local governments to finance public infrastructure improvements
defined within the TIF legislation. This only applies to new taxes being generated at a property such as a new building or
an addition. Existing real estate taxes are not affected in any way. When real estate taxes are paid the North Ridgeville
City Schools and Lorain County JVS receive 68% of the taxes paid, Lorain County 18% and the City of North Ridgeville
(including the North Ridgeville Branch Library) receive 14% which is deposited into the city’s general fund. Under these
TIFs, the schools still get their 68%, but the remaining 32% is allocated to the city to be used for infrastructure projects
with a nexus or connection to the property being developed. Examples include turning lanes, new traffic signals, road
improvements or other public infrastructure improvements.
The property owner/business developer does not pay fewer taxes nor does the average taxpayer pay more. New taxes
generated by the improvements are simply redistributed. The city can use TIFs as an enticement to a business to develop
or to locate within the city, and it provides the revenue to make public improvements it might otherwise be unable to do.
The intersection at Lear Nagle and Center Ridge, as well as the extension of Lear Nagle past Walgreens were
improvements funded by TIFs. Both are good examples of new businesses that chose to locate within our city, partly
because we could expend their tax dollars to make road improvements that made those locations more desirable. We hope
to see more new businesses come to North Ridgeville as a result of the TIF legislation.

Keep Reliable, Responsive Community Services
th

You will see three levy renewal issues on the May 5 ballot. These issues are to renew existing levies that have been on
the books for over twenty years and are vital to the operations of the city. Because these are renewal levies you WILL
NOT see an increase in your property taxes. These three levies combined generate about $4 million in property tax
revenues to the city. It is imperative that we renew all three levies to continue the services that our residents have come to
expect and deserve.
Issue 17: Street Levy – renewal of an existing 1.9-mill tax levy
for the purpose of general construction, reconstruction, resurfacing
and repair of streets, roads and bridges, for a period of five years.

Issue 18: Police Levy – renewal of an existing 1.95-mill tax levy
for the purpose of providing and maintaining motor vehicles,
communications, and other equipment used directly in the operation
of the Police Department and payment of salaries of permanent police
personnel, for a period of five years.

Issue 19: Fire Levy – renewal of an existing 1.9-mill tax levy for
the purpose of providing and maintaining fire apparatus, appliances and buildings and sites therefor and for the payment
of salaries for firefighters, for a period of five years.
To learn more about the Levies and to get all of your questions answered, attend the
Community Forum:
When: Wednesday, April 15 at 6:30 PM
Where: North Ridgeville Branch Library

Street Repairs

City Council approved the city’s budget for 2015 at the March 16, 2015 council meeting. This was not done before
spending three and a half days meeting with administration and each of the city’s departments to review and approve
proposed expenditures. As a result, a total of $745,000 has been appropriated for street paving and repairs for 2015. This
is nearly three times the dollar amount that has been appropriated in previous years. The winter months and cold
temperatures have taken a toll on our residential streets. The Service Department will continue to be out in full force
patching and repairing our roadways in the coming months. This is a good example of the importance of renewing Issue
17, Street Levy. Without these funds, the repairs would not be possible.
If you have any questions, please contact my office at (440) 353-0811.
Sincerely,
G. David Gillock
Mayor

Lorain County Shred Day & Food Drive
Lorain County Shred Day and Food Drive will be held on Saturday, April 18 from 9:00 AM - Noon at the Lorain
County Solid Waste District Collection Center (parking lot), 540 South Abbe Road in Elyria. This event is FREE to
Lorain County residents and you must present identification showing proof of residency. Limit five boxes or five blue
grocery bags per vehicle. You MUST take your empty boxes back home with you. DO NOT exit your vehicle. This event
is partnering with Second Harvest Food Bank. Please bring a non-perishable food item to donate. Most needed items
include: cereal, peanut butter, tuna, soup, beef stew and canned vegetables. For more information, please call the Lorain
County Solid Waste Management District Director Keith Bailey at (800) 449-5463.

Sign Up Now For The Lorain County Emergency Alert System
The City of North Ridgeville entered into contract with Lorain County Commissioners,
administered by Lorain County Office of Emergency Management and Homeland
Security, to provide the city and county with a robust, cost-effective emergency
notification system. The service is FREE to residents to subscribe to receive alert
messages by way of voice, text and/or e-mail. To subscribe, please visit the city’s
website at www.nridgeville.org and click on the icon appearing on the left of your screen to register. You may log in at
any time to update your information and selections.

Community Calendar
April 24

Spaghetti Dinner at the Senior Center from 5-7 PM. Cost: $7 adults, $6 seniors and $4 children 10 and under.
Take-out available.

May 4, 18

City Council Meeting at 7:30 PM in Council Chambers at City Hall, 7307 Avon Belden Road.

May 4, 5

Bulk/Extra Trash Collection Days

May 5

Election Day – Exercise your right to vote. Polls open at 6:30 AM and close at 7:30 PM.

May 9

Fishing Derby at South Central Park from 8 AM-noon. The derby is free with donations of $5 accepted the day of
the event to be donated to Aluminum Cans for Burned Children. Bring your own rod and bait. Lunch will be
provided. To register, visit the Parks & Recreation Department website at www.nridgeville.org/parksandrec.

May 10

Mother’s Day

May 14

Super Thursday Luncheon at the Senior Center from noon-1:30 PM. Cost $5. Entertainment by North Ridgeville
High School Spectrum of Sound (song/dance group). Call (440) 353-0828 to make reservations.

May 16

Lorain County Pride Day – citywide clean up. Residents are encouraged to clean up, paint and spruce up our
community and parks. Interested groups and individuals that would like to volunteer, contact Frank Vacha at (440)
353-0880 or e-mail fvacha@nridgeville.org.
Discover the Ridge – A family-friendly scavenger hunt throughout the city. For more information contact the North
Ridgeville Visitors Bureau at (440) 327-3737.

May 23

Splash Pad at South Central Park opens daily from 10 AM-8 PM thru Labor Day.

May 25

Memorial Day – City Hall will be closed in observance of the holiday; trash pick-up delayed one day.
Memorial Day Parade at 9:45 AM from Marc’s parking lot to the Middle School. Memorial Day Ceremony at the
Ranger Stadium immediately following the parade.

June 6

Touch-A-Truck from 10 AM-noon at the North Ridgeville High School parking lot. Get up close and personal with
all kinds of big trucks. Free event, ages 2-10 years old. To register, visit the Parks & Recreation Department website
at www.nridgeville.org/parksandrec.

